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School Theme 
Our all school theme this year is Building and Construction. It is a wonderful way to come together as a school 
community with a common theme.   

Words Their Way 
This year we are excited that our school will be using a phonics, spelling, and vocabulary program called Words Their Way. 

This program teaches students to look critically at words so they can build a deeper understanding of how spelling works 

to represent sounds and meanings. A benefit of using this program is to differentiate instruction allowing each child to 

work at their appropriate instructional level. 

Students have been given an initial spelling inventory to help guide teachers in placing them into a group specific to their 

spelling development. This will help them become better spellers in their writing and will transfer over to their reading. 

There are multiple spelling groups within our classrooms so not all students will have the same list of words each week. 

However, the activities for spelling words will be the same for all students; only the words will be different. 

Word sorts will be given to students. It is usually the student’s responsibility to cut out the sort and store them in a safe 

place. (Many teachers provide envelopes or plastic bags for this) During class periods words will be introduced to the class. 

Teachers and students will discuss sorting the words into categories; noticing similarities and differences between words 

that sound alike. Students will also have a variety of weekly spelling assignments/assessments using the words at their 

level. 

At the onset, this may be a bit confusing to parents, but the focus is to teach students how to spell and decode words and 

improve word recognition. The best part of this word study is that your child can sort words anywhere! It’s easy and fun. 

Plus, it’s a hands-on way to get kids to learn more about our spelling system. 

Schoolwide Title Program 

The Title 1 Program is a Schoolwide Program at CES.  Part of the requirement of a Schoolwide Program is to let parents 
know that their school is “Schoolwide” and what that means.  Here is some information about Schoolwide Programs 

from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction website.  “Schoolwide programs have great latitude to 
determine how to organize their operations and allocate the multiple funding sources available to them. They do 
not have to identify particular children as eligible for services or separately track federal dollars. Instead, 
Schoolwide programs can use all allocated funds to increase the amount and quality of learning time. In this way, 
they can embrace a high-quality curriculum, according to a comprehensive plan that ensures all children meet the 
state's challenging academic standards. Schoolwide programs serve all children in a school. All staff, resources, and 
classes are part of the overall Schoolwide program. The purpose is to generate high levels of academic 
achievement in core subject areas for all students, especially those students most in need.”  The reading support 
services to students at CES are made possible through our Title 1 funding. 
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Lost and Found 

Our big tub is already heaping with lost and found items – mostly jackets.  It is a great idea to label children’s items so 
that lost items can be returned – especially coats, hats, and lunch boxes!  Double check with your child to see if they 
may be missing a jacket or two.  

PTA 
It was great to see so many new faces at the first PTA meeting of the year!  Our PTA supports our schools in so many 
ways both financially and with programs.   Please consider joining this worthy group and becoming more involved in 
your child’s educational experience.  It really is not a great deal of work and many hands make for an even lighter load 
for everyone!  Grab a friend and come check out the next meeting! 
 

Outside Of The School Day  
There are many ways to become engaged with your child’s school – check out our First Friday of the month Early Riser 
Readers or 3rd Monday of the month – Create And Read Event!  There are also special Math Nights and Reading Nights – 
we love to see you at school!  If you have other ideas for things that you would like to see happening at school – let me 
know! 
 

PBIS - Paw Points 
Students at CES are rewarded with Paw Points for Respectful, Responsible, and Safe behavior.  Yellow Paw Points are 
worth 2 points and are given out by the Principal and Substitute Teachers and Blue Paw Points are worth 1 point and are 
given out by the rest of School Staff.  Students collect the Paw Points and then are able to put them toward either 
individual or classroom awards.  Students also sign the back and once they have “used” their Paw Points they are then 
turned in to the office for an end of the month random drawing for a “Good Citizenship” Medal.  The students who 
receive this medal also have their picture taken and it is published in the Tri-County Newspaper and on our District 
Facebook page.  We are very proud of the awesome students we have at CES and want to recognize their efforts! 
 

Fire Prevention Week  
We certainly thank our Chilton Fire Department for the time they spent at Chilton Elementary School talking about Fire 
Safety.  They shared videos, songs, and important information about preventing fires and what to do in case of a fire.  
We even had a visit from Fire Pup! Please take the time to talk with your children about what to do in the case of a fire 
at your home – make sure they know where your safe meeting spot is outside of your house. 
   

Bingo for Books  
This has become a very popular event at our school in May.  In the past some businesses/companies have donated 
money to help purchase the books that we give away for summer reading.  A couple of parents have asked if their 
business/company could donate funds toward books as well and the answer is yes!  If you have funds that you would 
like to donate - just let me know and I will bring the donation to the school board for acceptance.  Donations are tax 
deductible.  

Technology 
I have told the students that it is best not to bring technology devices to school (phones, ipods, tablets, etc.) They are 
too easily lost or broken or borrowed between students and then lost track of.  Some teachers do have special days that 
students can bring their technology to school – which is fine – but otherwise technology items should stay at home.  I 
also told students that if they must bring technology to school – they were totally responsible for it!   
 

 If You Ever Have a Question, Idea, or Concern…  
please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will do my best to respond to you in a timely manner!  One of the things I am 
currently working on is the possibility of having school pictures taken during the registration days in the summer.  I 
welcome your feedback regarding this! My contact information is at the top of this newsletter. 


